FFTC recommendations for Rule changes for 2027
The FFTC met on 26th August to review the following proposals that have been submitted through the season for consideration for 2027.
Please see the proposals below and the FFTC comments/ recommendations
If you wish to question our recommendations, we would welcome your thoughts at bmfafftc@outlook.com within the next 14 days to give the FFTC time to consult and reconsider before the formal Rule changes are implemented for 2027. 

[Please note Typos ,minor amendments, reference numbers etc.and setting out will be corrected at time of implementation.]
RULE 1
Amend the maximum number of flights from 7 to 5
Reduce the minimum qualification flights to 4
Add to the fall back and amend to read
If in the event the minimum number of flights (4) have not been flown at the team selection and or reserve
A single flight to be made at the venue as published fall back this flight to be made without the restrictions of wind speed
The flight to be to a maximum of no less than 2 minutes and no more than 5 minutes and an altitude reading be added at the max the reading must be taken by an approved FAI altimeter,  the score is to be added to any score by the competitor at the team selection or reserve date. This score will be used to define finishing position in the event
The rationale;
The number of contestants is now minimal and in some cases a competition may not be required to select a team
The requirements for 7 flights plus possible fly offs require the contest to be ideally flown in periods with long day light hrs less flights make an autumn /winter event more practical.
The fall back defines exactly what is required to select a team as a last resort
We will almost certainly have issues next yr and beyond with access to sites due to birds Sculthorpe and restricted use to other sites due to the new extreme weather that now appears to what a new normal in the summer months
It is highly likely summer flying between June and end of August will be affected by hot dry conditions and possible fire risks.
FFTC Recommendation – To approve in full – proposals need to be integrated within existing framework.
RULE 2
I think there are a couple of things in the rule book that could cause confusion.
The first refers to Hand/ Catapult Launched Glider Class - The rule in (b) says -
'All flights made within 5 metres of the post/stick must be recorded as counting, official flights'.
This can't happen if (c) (iii) occurs - a flight of under 10 seconds, which can be repeated.
Agreed – note unless required
I suggest the wording for (b) could be changed to -
'Any flight made outside of 5 meters from the post/stick cannot be recorded as one of the 9 official scoring flights.'
This wouldn't conflict with the 10 second attempt rule.
The second thing is the examples given in 3.1.11 (b).
Perhaps it could be made clearer that 'can't re-enter' doesn't mean that Mark can't complete his flights with another model of the same class - within the 3.1.2 rules.
FFTC Recommendation – To approve in full – proposals need to be integrated within existing framework.
RULE 3
3.14 The Bowden Class
These full rules are in the spirit of the original Bowden contests and should be adhered to
when weather conditions permit. However in adverse conditions at the discretion of the
CD the flying requirements and associated scoring may be appropriately modified prior to
the commencement of flying. Any such modification(s) must then apply throughout the
contest.
3.14.1 The contest is a two-flight contest.
3.14.2 Models must be powered by Petrol, Compression Ignition (Diesel), or Glo-plug engines
only. Radio control is not permitted. The engine is limited in size to 2.5cc and only a single
engine is permitted. The model must have a cabin with clear glazing or a cockpit with a
suitably sized aperture and a clear windscreen. No mechanical starters will be allowed
3.14.3 Only 1 model may be entered by each competitor & the Builder of the Model Rule (3.1.1(b)
(i) will apply. Proxy flying will only be allowed for overseas entries or for competitors who
have a relevant disability and have obtained prior permission from the CD.
3.14.4 Each competitor shall be allowed two flights, each with a target duration of 45 seconds.
Flights below the minimum of 30 seconds or above the maximum of 60 seconds will be disqualified have 100 points deducted. Engine & d/t timers are allowed but flights where a dethermaliser, or other device to cause a rapid descent, operates before the model lands shall be disqualified maximum of at least 60 seconds of flight shall be disqualified.
3.14.5 The model must rise off the ground following release in a horizontal attitude from a line
defined by the judges. One assistant only is allowed to accompany each competitor to
the Take Off Area for the purpose of carrying &/or retrieving the model or starting
accessories only. No assistance whatever is allowed to the competitor whilst starting the
engine or during take-off. If this rule is broken the flight will be disqualified. Should the
model not be released within two minutes from a signal given by the judges, the flight will
be disqualified. Within these two minutes one false start will be allowed, namely, a run
or flight of less than five seconds. Pushing or assisting the model in any way during takeoff
will involve automatic disqualification from that round. On release the arms must be
raised sideways from the model and any forward movement of the arms will count as a
push.. Timing commences on release of the model. The model may be in contact with the
ground in the first ten seconds after release. After the first ten seconds the BMFA rule for
Time of Flight (3.1.8.4) applies.
3.14.6 A competitor will be credited with 100 points for each flight (subject to point deductions cancellation or disqualification under the terms of 3.14.4 and 3.14.5 above). One point will be deducted for each whole second or part of a second flown above or below the target duration of 45
seconds. All times recorded will be rounded down to the nearest whole second
3.14.7 For each flight further points will be deducted at the judges’ discretion for failures to
conform to the guidelines in the following categories:
(a) General Design and Appearance Guidelines:
A stylish model with cockpit details, cowlings, fairings and undercarriage well
executed.
Neat building and finish. Clean and well presented.
Repairs may be effected between flights as necessary, up to 10 points may be
deducted on the second flight for any signs of damage from the first flight.
Maximum deduction ................................................................................... 20 points
(b) Starting and Release Guidelines:
Prompt starting
No stopping and restarting
Calm handling of model and accessories.
Maximum deduction ..................................................................................... 5 points
(c) Take Off Guidelines:
A long straight take off with wings level during the run with the model becoming
airborne within 10 seconds of release.
Any excessive swing or an immediate leap into the air following release will incur
penalty points.
Maximum deduction ..................................................................................... 5 points
(d) Power Flight Guidelines:
Steady climb without power stalling
Consistent engine run, does not speed up excessively before cut out
Good turn radius, no spiral instability.
Maximum deduction ..................................................................................... 5 points
(e) Glide Guidelines:
Smooth transition to glide
Steady glide without stalling
Good turn radius
Maximum deduction ..................................................................................... 5 points
(f) Landing Approach Guidelines:
Gentle rate of descent
Flares nicely on nearing ground
Not upset by low level turbulence.
A good shallow approach flaring out for touch down will not incur penalty points. If
the model lands on grass following a good approach & noses over no points will be
deducted.
Maximum deduction ..................................................................................... 5 points
3.14.8 The aggregate best score awarded for from the 2 flights will determine the competitor's placing. If this does not produce a result then the tied competitors will be required to make further
fly-off flights as necessary
3.14.9 The General Competition and Power Model Rules apply where relevant.
3.15 Operational Guidance for Bowden Class Contests
3.15.1 Object
This trophy is intended to encourage the design & flying of Sports Models with cabins or
cockpits able to hold an imaginary pilot. The flying of these models in a controlled manner
is an exacting competition of Precision, Flight Stability & Appearance.
Models may be powered by either Petrol, Diesel or Glow-plug motors.
Proxy flying will only be allowed for overseas entries or for competitors who have a
relevant disability and subject to the permission of the CD.
3.15.2 Officials
There should be a team of at least 2 officials. 1 Judge/Marshall and 1 Timekeeper 4 officials. 2 Judges, 1 Timekeeper and 1 Marshall. The Marshall should be in the competitors area to call forward fliers to the Flight Line in the correct sequence.
3.15.3 Identification
When competitors are called forward they should confirm their name & model to the
Marshall before approaching the flight line.
3.15.4 Starting Order
Competitors draw for their starting order & should be called forward to fly in sequence
from the Take Off area. A nominated length of time should be allowed from the time the
judge says GO to when the model must be airborne.
3.15.5 Spectators.
Spectators (uninvolved people) should at all times remain behind the Flight Line for their
own safety & must not encroach into the flying area. The flight line should be 30metres
(100ft approx.) from uninvolved people.

FFTC Recommendation – To approve in full – proposals need to be integrated within existing framework.


RULE 4
A Review of the BMFA Free Flight Championship and Team Awards Structure
Premise
A review of the current BMFA Free Flight Championship awards structure is suggested.
Declining contest entries have inevitably reduced participation in both individual championship competitions and team awards. Analysis of recent competition results, together with comments from competitors, suggests that the existing arrangements would benefit from simplification and rationalisation. 
There are currently a number of different scoring systems in place. Although each scheme was introduced for valid reasons, the result is a collection of award structures that can be difficult for competitors to understand and for organisers to administer. There is often uncertainty regarding which events qualify, how points are allocated, and how final championship positions are determined.
This paper suggests a simplified and unified approach based entirely on recorded flight times rather than points awarded for placings. The objective being to establish a consistent methodology across all championships and team awards, rewarding actual flight time and remove the influence of external factors such as entry numbers, attendance levels, and the strength of the opposition.
This suggestion does not include Team Selection, World Cup or the Free Flight Nationals; they should remain separate competitions with their own objectives and award structures.
The central principle is straightforward:
Free Flight duration competition is fundamentally about time in the air. Therefore, championship awards should be based directly upon time achieved in competition.

Objectives
The proposed changes seek to:
Reward individual flying performance directly.
Make scoring systems easier for competitors to understand.
Remove the dependence upon entry numbers and attendance levels.
Improve opportunities for specialist flyers and smaller clubs to compete for awards.
Create a common scoring philosophy across all competitions.
Increase transparency and confidence in the final results.
Simplify championship calculations and administration

Proposed Structure
Individual Championship
Qualifying Events
The following competitions would be eligible:
All Gala competitions.
All Area competitions.
The following would be excluded:
Team Selection events.
World Cup events.
The Free Flight Nationals.
Event Scoring
At each qualifying competition:
A competitor may enter as many classes as desired.
Only the recorded times from the competitor's best two class scores at that event would count towards the championship.
Fly-off times would not be included.
This approach provides flexibility for competitors with differing interests and levels of specialisation while ensuring that no individual gains an excessive advantage simply by entering a large number of classes.
Championship Calculation
Recorded flight times from qualifying events would be accumulated throughout the season.
The competitor with the highest aggregate total would become the Individual Champion.
This system enables competitors specialising in a limited number of classes to compete on equal terms with those flying a wider range of events and broadens opportunities for participation.

Team events
The Team events should follow the same philosophy as the individual championship.
The top two or three highest-scoring competitors from each club would automatically form that club's team.
Their times would be combined.
The club with the highest aggregate score would be declared the winner.
If required, fly-off times would be used as a tie-break.
This approach creates a direct relationship between individual achievement and team success while remaining simple to understand and administer. This is effectively what is currently operating and is added to complete the picture

The Plugge Trophy
The Plugge Trophy could operate using the same time-based principles while retaining its traditional emphasis on club participation.
Qualifying Events
All events and classes would be included.
Scoring
At each event:
The best four recorded scores from each club would count.
Scores may come from any class.
All four scores may be from a single class or from a mixture of classes.
Advantages
This structure would:
Support clubs with smaller memberships.
Allow clubs with specialisms to become competitive.
Encourage participation across all classes.
Remove the dependence on overall attendance levels.
Reward the collective strength of a club rather than simply the number of entries submitted.

Benefits of a Time-Based System
The proposed system offers a number of advantages over the current arrangements.
Performance-Based Recognition
Awards would be determined by measurable flight time achieved rather than by factors beyond a competitor's control, such as attendance levels or the number of competitors who have entered.
Greater Inclusivity
Specialist flyers and competitors with limited opportunities to travel could remain competitive throughout the season.
Transparency
Competitors and clubs would clearly understand how the results are determined and what is required to improve their championship position.
Possible Manipulation
There would be no incentive to increase entry numbers to generate championship points.
Simplicity
A single methodology applied across all championships would make calculations easier to perform, verify and explain.
Consistency
A common philosophy across individual and team awards and the Plugge would create a more coherent structure.

Considerations
One potential concern is that different classes offer differing opportunities to accumulate flight time creating anomalies 
However, existing points-based systems are influenced by factors unrelated to individual performance, including:
Number of competitors entered.
Competition attendance levels.
Geographic access to events.
Strength of opposition.
The proposed approach focuses on the most objective and directly measurable aspect of free flight duration competition: 
The amount of time a model remains airborne during its competition flights.
While not perfect, it provides a clearer assessment of individual, club and team achievement as it removes the actions of other competitors.

Conclusion
A unified system based on recorded flight times would provide a simpler, more transparent and more performance-focused alternative. Competitors would be rewarded directly for consistent achievement throughout the season, while clubs would benefit from a fairer and more easily understood basis for team events and the Plugge.
The proposal retains the competitive character of the championships and creates a structure that is easier to administer, easier to explain and with scoring more closely aligned with the fundamental objective of free flight duration: 
Achieving the maximum time in the air.
In addition, the changes to the scoring structure will simplify the calendar.
Consideration should be given to adopting a common time-based methodology as the foundation for future BMFA Free Flight Championship awards.

Michael J. Woodhouse – June 2026
FFTC Recommendation – The paper was reviewed by all ahead of the meeting, all members could see some areas of merit and areas of possible conflict with the current arrangements. The FFTC was unanimous that this paper should be reviewed in 2027 as not really a rule change, more of a restructuring of the current system.


