Free Flight Nationals – MOD Sculthorpe
Access, Stone Curlews and Event Arrangements
A meeting took place between STANTA, Landmarc, the RSPB and MJW on 23 September 2026. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss arrangements for the imminent Free Flight Nationals and the future use of MOD Sculthorpe.
This paper relates specifically to the arrangements for the Nationals. The airfield clearance for our use has been given by STANTA. Details regarding our future use of MOD Sculthorpe will follow.
The meeting had a positive outcome, with a number of changes agreed to enable the continued use of MOD Sculthorpe for free flight activities.
The Nationals – 3–4 October 2026
Note
This paper refers only to the use and the control of the airfield. The arrangements of the competition are under the management and control of the Free Flight Technical Committee (FFTC).
MJW will contact Range Control on Monday 28th to obtain the gate code.
Access
· MJW will be present on the field from dawn until dusk on both days.
· MJW will liaise with STANTA regarding the agreed protocols for opening and closing the field.
· MJW is to be advised of any airfield-related issues that arise.
· MJW contact number: 07811 043043.
Gate Security
The gate must either be manned or, if no person is in attendance, closed and locked.
It is currently understood that Roy Wright will be responsible for the gate. Only Roy and MJW will have the gate code.
If Roy needs to be relieved, MJW must be advised so that another person can be authorised to man the gate. The gate code may only be shared under MJW's authority.
No members of the general public are to be permitted onto the field. Entry is restricted to BMFA members, who should have their membership cards available for inspection. All local rules will be applied. 
There may be unannounced visits from STANTA, Landmarc or the RSPB during the weekend.
The number of people entering MOD Sculthorpe for the Nationals must be recorded. MJW will provide the necessary tickets for this purpose. The number of attendees and competitors with evidence is required to determine the charge for the field
Stone Curlews
There may be stone curlews roosting on the site in preparation for their southward migration. However, following discussions with the RSPB, this is expected to present only a minimal problem. MJW to advise of any last-minute issues.
The RSPB explained that the birds are primarily disturbed by the physical presence of people, rather than by vehicles.
Accordingly:
· Short trimming flights are acceptable where people can retrieve models on foot.
· All contest flights must be recovered by vehicle not by bicycle or on foot.
· Motorised retrieval represents a reversal of long-standing policy.
· STANTA will be reviewing standing orders in relation to the use vehicles on the site.
· Until that review is concluded, the approach must be based on common sense and safety.
· A maximum speed of 20 mph will apply.
· There must be no "hot" recovery or other unsafe retrieval activity.
· MJW will prepare a handout detailing the requirements for all competitors.
To help assess and understand how the motorised retrieval arrangements worked, all competitors will be asked to compile a flight log and map of their retrievals.
Maps and recording information requirements will be provided to competitors by MJW. Following the event, MJW will collate the information, log the details and prepare a report. STANTA and the RSPB will consider the report with respect to the continued use of MOD Sculthorpe for flying free flight model aircraft.
Flight Control
To ensure that all agreed protocols are in place, Steve Philpott will liaise with MJW before the start of activities and agree the location of the flight control area.
If the wind direction or other factors require a change to the control location, this will be discussed and agreed with MJW.
Toilets
Toilet facilities have been arranged. Their location is shown on the attached map.
The Future
As noted above, further details regarding the future use of MOD Sculthorpe for free flight activities will follow after the Nationals have taken place.
Future access to MOD Sculthorpe will depend upon how the Free Flight Nationals activities proceed and how successfully the agreed arrangements operated during the event.

