THE FFTC RESPONSE TO A PETITION AGAINST THE 2025 PROGRAMME 
Petition
A petition has been raised against the 2025 free flight competition calendar. This paper is the response to that petition.
Background that has led to the 2025 programme.
This is not a long diatribe about the state of free flight but a simple summary of where the free flight competition scene is at and how the FFTC has addressed these issues in the 2025 programme. 
· A steady reduction in the numbers flying competitive free flight.
· The loss of flying sites.
· CAA regulation.

· Numbers flying
We have lost a number of those flying competition free flight models. The average age of fliers is increasing and each year we lose a few whilst age makes the retrieval harder and harder work for those who remain.
· Flying sites
For central competitions we only have North Luffenham, Salisbury Plain Area 8 and Sculthorpe. Whilst these sites can host competitions, they each have their own particular local conditions.
· Regulation
The CAA regulates the use of air space, and we must operate within the regulations and the FFTC procedures have been aligned.
Input, position, options
· Input 
There has been discussion both on the flying site and in publications with the basic question being “What can be done?” and “We want a programme with real contests”. The FFTC has discussed ideas and input received and have reviewed the current programme.
· Position
· We have events spread across the season.
· We have a myriad of classes that spreads the entry across the day.
· We need to make contests more competitive by increasing the numbers in each class.
· Options
· Reduce the number of classes.
· Combine classes.
Action
The FFTC decided that it could not introduce changes off its own that would make a significant change to the shape of the competition programme. The FFTC organised a conference to seek, discuss and understand the views of the free flight community. The view expressed by the conference was that a combination of classes was the way to go. The FFTC thus created a programme around the concept of combination. By the combining of classes, no models would be made obsolete, and competitions with larger entries would be created and thus become more meaningful.
Experience during 2025 will decide if further adjustments are required and a conference to review the situation has been put in place for the autumn of 2025.
The position
The FFTC have published the programme for 2025.
Reaction
There as been both positive and negative reactions to the programme. A petition has been lodged by those against the programme asking that the FFTC reconsider. If you are happy with the published programme, please advise the FFTC of your support
Petition
If there is to be a change then the FFTC requires, that the petitioners present a proposal that covers the following:
· A complete and viable programme of events for 2025. 
· The programme must contain the same level of detail as given in the FFTC 2025 programme. The proposed programme must cover all dates, events, classes, trophies and venues to provide a complete alternative.
· The calendar must be practical and be compliant with current rules site restrictions and the BMFA CAA requirements.
· The proposal must be signed off by all those in agreement with the programme to gauge the weight of opinion.
· The FFTC will require the proposal with signatories by 27th January.
· The FFTC will be meet on the 29th January to discuss the proposal.
· The lead for the petitioners will be invited to the meeting to explain the alternative programme.

Consequences 

We have tight time schedule with the first event being in early March. Thus, a decision will be made very quickly. Please send correspondence to the FFTC Secretary Simon Dixon at BMFAFFTC@outlook.com



 









